Religion of Humanity

By Robert Green Ingersoll
American Freethinker (1833 - 1899)

Let us live for man. Let us remember that
those who have sought for the truths of
nature have never persecuted their fellow-
men. The astronomers and chemists have
forged no chains, built no dungeons. The
geologists have invented no instruments of
torture. The philosophers have not
demonstrated the truth of their theories by
burning their neighbors. The great infidels, the
thinkers, have lived for the good of man.

I believe in turning our attention to things of
importance - to questions that may by some
possibility be solved. It is of no importance to
me whether God exists or not. I exist, and it is
important to me to be happy while I exist.
Therefore, I had better turn my attention to
finding out the secret of happiness, instead of
trying to ascertain the secret of the universe.

We are laying the foundations of the grand
temple of the future — not the temple of all the
gods, but of all the people — wherein with
appropriate rites, will be celebrated the
religion of Humanity. We are doing what little
we can to hasten the coming of the day when
society shall cease producing millionaires and
mendicants - gorged indolence and famished
industry.

Humanity is the grand religion, and no God
can put a man in hell in another world, who
has made a little heaven in this.

God cannot make a man miserable if that man
had made somebody else happy. God cannot
hate anybody who is capable of loving
anybody. Humanity - that word embraces all
there is.

If abuses are destroyed, man must destroy
them. If slaves are freed, man must free
them. If new truths are discovered, man must
discover them. If the naked are clothed; if the
hungry are fed; if justice is done; if labor is
rewarded; if superstition is driven from the
mind; if the defenseless are protected and if
the right finally triumphs, all must be the work
of man. The grand victories of the future must
be won by man, and by man alone.

Man must learn to rely upon himself. Reading
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bibles will not protect him from the
blasts of winter, but houses, fire and
clothing will. To prevent famine one plow
is worth a million sermons and even
patent medicines will cure more diseases
than all the prayers uttered since the
world began.

I prefer to make no being responsible. I
prefer to say: If the naked are clothed,
man must clothe them; if the hungry are
fed, man must feed them. I prefer to rely
on human endeavor, upon human
intelligence, upon the heart and brain of
man. There is no evidence that God ever
interfered in the affairs of man. The hand
of earth is stretched uselessly towards
heaven. From the clouds there comes no
help. In vain the shipwrecked cry to God.
In vain the imprisoned ask for liberty and
light — the world moves on, and the
heavens are deaf, dumb, and blind. The
frost freezes, the fire burns, slander
smites, the wrong triumphs, the good
suffer, and prayer dies upon the lips of
faith.

Religion is like a palm tree - it grows at
the top. The dead leaves are all
orthodox, while the new ones are all
heretics.

The first great step toward national
reformation is the universal acceptance
of the idea that there is no escape from
the consequences of our acts. I cannot
believe that moral character will be
weakened by the statement that there is
no escape from the consequences of our
acts.

If there is a man in the world who is not
willing to give to every human being
every right he claims for himself, he is
just so much nearer a barbarian than I
am. It is a question of honesty. The man
who is not willing to give to every other
the same intellectual rights he claims for

himself, is dishonest, selfish and brutal.

When the rights of even one human
being are held in contempt, the rights of
all are in danger. We cannot destroy the
liberties of others without losing our
own. By exciting the prejudices of the
ignorant we at last produce a contempt
or law and justice, and sow the seeds of
violence and crime.
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We are under no obligation to stand still and allow
ourselves to be murdered by one who honestly
thinks that it is his duty to take our lives.

Let us judge each other by our actions, not by
theories. Not by what we happen to believe -
because that depends very much on where we
were born.

I believe in helping people to help themselves. 1
believe that corporations, and successful men,
and superior men intellectually, should do all
within their power to keep from robbing their
fellowmen. The superior man should protect the
inferior. The powerful should be the shield of the
weak. Today, it is, for the most part, exactly the
other way. The failures among men become the
food of success.

Rouse yourself to do all useful things, to reach
with thought and deed the ideal in your brain, to
give your fancies wing, that they, like chemist
bees, may find art’s nectar in the weeds of
common things, to look with trained and steady
eyes for facts, to find the subtle threads that join
the distant with the now, to increase knowledge,
to take burdens from the weak, to develop the
brain, to defend the right, to make a place for the
soul. This is real religion. This is real worship.

I do believe in the nobility of human nature. I
believe in love and home, kindness and humanity.
I believe in good fellowship and cheerfulness, in
making wife and children happy. I believe in good
nature, in giving to others all of the rights that
you claim for yourself. I believe in free thought, in
reason, observation, and experience. I believe in
self-reliance and in expressing your honest
thought. I have hope for the whole human race.
What will happen to one will, I hope, happen to all
and that, I hope, will be good. Above all, I believe
in liberty.

Religion has not civilized man — man has civilized
religion.

Religion does not consist in worshipping gods, but
in aiding the well-being, the happiness of man. No
human being knows whether any god exists or
not. All that has been said and written about “our
god” or the gods of other people has no known
fact or foundation. Words without thoughts,
clouds without rain. Let us put theology out of
religion.
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Religion and morality have nothing in
common, and yet there is no religion except
the practice of morality. What you call religion
is simply superstition.

Real religion means the doing of justice. Real
religion means the giving to others every right
you claim yourself. Real religion consists in
duties of man to man, in feeding the hungry,
in clothing the naked, in defending the
innocent, and in saying what you believe to be
true.

A religion that does not command the respect
of the greatest minds will, in a little while,
excite the mockery of all.

I am a believer in the home... I believe that
the home, the family, is the unit of good
government... That is all there is in this world
worth living for. Honor, place, fame, glory,
riches - they are ashes, smoke, dust,
disappointment, unless there is somebody in
the world you love, somebody who loves you;
unless there is someplace where you can feel
the arms of children around your neck, some
place that is made absolutely sacred by the
love of others.

I say, religion is all here in this world - right
here - and that all our duties are right here to
our fellowmen; that the man who builds a
home, marries the girl that he loves, takes
good care of her, likes the family, stays home
nights, as a general thing; pays his debts,
tries to find out what he can, gets all the ideas
and beautiful things that his mind will hold,
turns a part of his brain into a gallery of fine
arts, has a host of paintings and statues
there, then has another niche devoted to
music — a magnificent dome, filled with
winged notes that rise to glory — now, the
man who does that gets all he can from the
great ones dead; swaps all the thoughts he
can with those alive, true to the ideal that he
has here in his brain — he is what I call a
religious man, because he makes the world
better and happier. He puts the dimples of joy
in the cheeks of the ones he loves, and he lets
the gods run heaven to suit themselves.

Astrology was displaced by astronomy.
Alchemy and black art gave way to chemistry.
Science is destined to take the place of
religion. In my judgment, the religion of the
future will be Reason.
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We need the religion of the real, the faith
that rests on fact. Let us turn our attention
to this world - the world in which we live.

I will not sacrifice the world I have for one
I know not of. I will not live here in fear,
when I do not know that that which I fear,
lives. I am going to live a perfectly free
man. I am going to reap the harvest of my
mind, no matter how poor it is...

I insist, happiness is the end - virtue the
means - and anything that wipes a tear
from the face of man is good.

The only authority is Nature - the facts we
know.

I do believe in the religion of justice, of
kindness. I believe in humanity. I do
believe that usefulness is the highest
possible form of worship. The useful man
is the good man; the useful man is the real
saint. I care nothing about supernatural
myths and mysteries, but I do care for
human beings.

A good deed is the best prayer; a loving
life is the best religion.

I have no reverence for a falsehood.

Nothing can be more sacred than a home,
no altar purer than the hearth.

My creed is this: Happiness is the only
good. The place to be happy is here. The
time to be happy is now. The way to be
happy is to make others so.
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